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One day I was seated in the dlwd.n 'dmm, and the
nobles and officers of state were in waiting in their re-
spective places, and the ambassadors of different sove-
reigns, who had come to congratulate me [on my acces-
sion to the throne], were likewise present. I then
sent for the ruby, according to custom; the officer of
the jewel office brought it; I took it in my hand and
began to praise it, and gave it to the ambassador of
the Franks [to look at it]. On seeing it, he smiled,
and praised it by way of flattery ; in the same manner
it passed from hand to hand, and every one looked at
it, and all said together, " The preponderance of your
majesty's good fortune has procured you this; for
otherwise, even unto this day, no monarch has ever
acquired so inestimable a jewel." At that moment
my father's wazlr, who was wise, and held the same
station under me, and was standing in his place, made
his obeisance and said, " I wish to impart something
[to the royal ear], if my life be granted/'

I ordered him to speak; he said, " Mighty sire, you
are king, and it is very unbecoming in kings to laud
so highly a stone; though it is unique in colour, in
quality, and in weight, yet it is but a stone; and at
this moment the ambassadors of all countries are pre-
sent in the court; when they return to their respective
countries, they will assuredly relate this anecdote, say-
ing, ' What a strange king he is, who has got a ruby
from somewhere, and makes such a rarity of it, that
he sends for it every day, and praising it himself the
first, shows it to every one present.' Then whatever
king or rajax hears this anecdote, the same will cer*

1 The word raja is the Hindu term for a prince or sovereign.   In more